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Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ, Amen.
We are living through exhausting times at the moment. It is possible
(though of course highly unlikely) that by the time you receive this
newsletter everything – the corona virus itself, the economic impact, the
crashing stock market, and so on – will have blown over, but even if these
problems have passed, we will still be working on cleaning up the mess.
Without a doubt, the human cost of the past few weeks and months
surpass anything we can see or even imagine at the moment. I could give
more examples, but I think we all comprehend at least the overarching
impact of a situation as precarious as this moment in time.
And yet, this is also the month of Easter – the resurrection of our Lord, the single most
joyful and important occasion in the Christian calendar. How do we reconcile the two? Our shock at
having our communities, our families, friend circles, colleagues, church, and so on, yanked away
without advance notice, and the disciples’ shock at Jesus’ return to their community – how do we
hold these two in tension? Is that even possible? What about our celebrations of this glorious day,
that will feel… different? We may not even be able to worship in the same building, and what
about our Easter egg hunts? Will our children and grandchildren still get to make the same
wonderful memories, memories of joyful worship and time with their families?
So many anxious questions! And I don’t think Jesus will necessarily take them all away for
us - but Jesus and his disciples weren’t strangers to anxiety, uncertainty, and pain. Multiple times
throughout his ministry, Jesus probably didn’t know what would happen even in the next two days:
in the Gospel of John, for example, when at the end of chapter eight the religious leaders wanted
to stone him, and he had to hide and sneak out of the temple. And, of course, the last week of
Jesus’ ministry was filled with doubt, anxiety, fear, and grief. Jesus, despite his divinity and the
power to make things easier for himself, chose not to. He lived through the same human emotions
that we feel at the moment.
What does this mean for us, then? Again, I don’t think that Jesus will take all of our corona
virus-related questions, frustrations, or pain away. But our creator, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit – our
triune God – understand our suffering (and no, it doesn’t matter that “other people may have it
worse”: what we are living through at the moment is suffering). And because they understand, God
is still here. God surrounds us, whether we notice it all the time or not. I usually see God in the
crocus and daffodil that is already starting to sprout. And the birds! The birds that have already
started to sing in my back yard! And the ever-so-faint understanding that God hears me when I
pray…
I don’t know what your tiny (or not-so-tiny) God-sightings are. But whenever and wherever you
encounter God, I hope that all of these experiences – and so many more tiny moments every day –
remind you that God is with you, even in our pain, because God knows how it feels. That is why I
will celebrate Easter with you even this year, if necessary even through social distancing, and
definitely even beyond the official liturgical Season of Easter: because God sent Jesus as
Emmanuel, the reminder that God is with us. Amen.
~Vicar Raphaela Mueller~

Dear friends,
The Healing Waters Parish council met virtually yesterday evening, and in the face of the still widening outbreak of
COVID-19 (now at least one confirmed case in Yellow Medicine County) we have decided to keep our worship services
online until further notice.
Bishop Jon Anderson, who leads the Southwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA, has repeatedly encouraged parishes to
follow the recommendations and policies of other synods and denominations, and many agree that a preliminary date of
May 10 is an appropriate goal for returning to in-person worship.
Now, I have to be clear that this is not a date set in stone: should the future development of the pandemic require
additional measures we will take those steps as appropriate, including extending our time gathering online, but for now,
we will anticipate and hope for this date.
Unfortunately, of course, this online extension also includes Holy Week and Easter.
To provide for worship opportunities during that time, the council has agreed to the following live-streamed worship
schedule:
4/5/2020 (Palm Sunday), 10:00 a.m. - palm “procession” and worship from Bergen
4/8/2020 (Last Wednesday in Lent), 5:30 p.m. - worship from St. Lucas
4/9/2020 (Maundy Thursday), 5:30 p.m. - worship and altar stripping from Augustana
4/10/2020 (Good Friday), 6:00 p.m. - adoration of the cross from St. Lucas
4/11/2020 (Easter Vigil), 9:00 p.m. - Taize vigil from Augustana
4/12/2020 (Easter Sunday), 7:00 a.m. - Sonrise service from Bergen
4/12/2020 (Easter Sunday), 10:00 a.m. - Easter worship from Bergen
Links to the live-streams will be provided on the Healing Waters Parish website (www.healingwatersparish.org) under
the “Lent 2020” tab, on the Healing Waters Parish Facebook page, as well as my personal YouTube page.
Understanding, however, that some of us do not have access to the livestream we will also have available a conference
call option through FreeConferenceCall.com; this is the information to call in:
Call-in number: (978) 990-5000
Access code: 525409# (enter this code when you are prompted after dialing the call-in number)
Please also find attached a list of resources for a variety of different needs like internet access, food insecurity, CDC
guidelines, etc.; do not hesitate to reach out with additional resources, with questions or concerns, or to request
assistance with these resources - they are meant to be used, and it should not be shameful or embarrassing to take
advantage of them.
Finally, a word about the strange times in which we live:
Nothing about the current situation is normal, and you should not feel obligated to treat it like you normally would.
It is natural to feel all kinds of different emotions at the moment: frustration at your disturbed routines, grief at the
number of people that are dying and your own loss of connection with friends and loved ones, even disappointment and
anger, and it is just as natural to feel these emotions much more deeply than you normally would.
This experience may even bring back to the surface trauma from your past, whether you can feel it coming or it
blindsides you.
Especially as we go into Holy Week, then, I want to encourage all of us to be aware of our emotions and sensations:
Palm Sunday and especially Easter Sunday may feel strange, with their exuberant and triumphant joy, and Good Friday,
perhaps, will hit a little too close to home at the moment.
But I want us to not shy away from those sensations.
Rather, I want us to be gentle with what and how we feel, and where possible embrace our emotions - after all, the few
days that we now call “Holy Week” were also extremely taxing for Jesus and his disciples physically, mentally, and
emotionally, and this coming week may be the perfect opportunity for us to accompany them on that journey.
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I know that this is a lot to ask, so please do reach out to your friends, your loved ones, and to me.
After all, the disciples had each other to lean on, and so do we.
I look forward to walking through these difficult next few weeks with all of you, and I cannot wait to share worship with
you again in person.
In the meantime, please feel free to call or write to me, even if it is “just” to check in about how you are doing – I would
love to hear from you!
In Christ,
Vicar Raphaela

OFFICE & CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact Information
Vicar Raphaela Mueller
317-270-4765
Raphaela.Mueller.mail@gmail.com
YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channe
l/UCdshsByvsreGn5J_ledHTCw/vide
os?view_as=subscriber

Thank you for helping
with the March
newsletter assembly:
Angie Thostenson

Bergen Office
Cindy Skulstad
320-841-1780
Cskulstad5@gmail.com
St. Lucas Office
Ronda Gregg Herigon
507-530-3858
rbherigon@starpoint.net

Sunday, April 5 – palm “procession”
Live online worship at 10:00 am

Maundy Thursday, April 9 – stripping of altar
Live online worship at 5:30 pm
Good Friday, April 10 – adoration of the cross
Live online worship at 6:00 pm
Easter Vigil, April 11 – Taize vigil
Live online worship at 9:00 pm

Weather Related
Cancellations of
Worship Services,
Sunday School, or
Confirmation:
Website –
www.healingwaterspar
ish.org
Facebook –
Healing Waters Parish
Radio KMHL – 1400 AM
(Marshall)
KDMA – 1460 AM
(Montevideo)

Community Prayer List
Landyn Berends, Libby Dack, Gail Gregoire,
Janet Tantow, Gary Johnson, Jill Boehne,
Cindy Buyert, Tony Rodriguez, Adela Espinosa
+ Please let our church secretary or the
pastors know of any change that should be
made to the prayer list.
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Wednesday, April 1
Live online worship at 5:30 pm

Wednesday, April 8
Live online worship at 5:30 pm

Healing Waters Parish Staff
Angie Thostenson
507-766-0909
office@healingwatersparish.org
Augustana Office
Nancy Chasteen
320-226-1529/320-669-7427
Nchasteen68@hotmail.com

Worship Schedule

Easter Sunday, April 12
Live online worship at 7:00 am
Sunday, April 19
Live online worship at 10:00 am
Sunday, April 26
Live online worship at 10:00 am

Raphaela’s Office Hours
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and social
distancing, there will not be office hours until
further notice. Please contact Raphaela directly
if you are in need of assistance or would just
like to talk.
Please notify us when:
 There is a birth or adoption of a child
 There is a death in your family
 There is a hospitalization in your family
 Someone becomes home bound
 Someone becomes unemployed
 You move or get a new phone number
 A child moves out of the house or attends college
or whenever there is a cause for sorrow or a cause
for joy
Healing Waters Parish, the body of Christ, wants to bring
you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
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AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Augustana Lutheran Church
921 11th Avenue
Clarkfield, MN 56223

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday,April 1
Sunday, April 5
Wednesday, April 8
Maundy Thursday,April 9
Good Friday,April 10
Easter Vigil, April 11
Easter Sunday, April 12
Sunday, April 19
Sunday, April 26

Council:
Nancy will
contact
council
members to
set date of
next council
meeting.

Augustana
Prayer List
Mae Johnson

Rachel
Circle will
not meet in
April.

Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 10:00 am
Live online at 5:30 pm
Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 6:00 pm
Live online at 9:00 pm
Live online 7:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

If you would like a copy of your 2019
contributions to Augustana, please call
Karen Kaatz at 320-669-7123.
April work group leaders:
Terry & Vicky Willander

2020 HWP Valhalla Schedule:
Please pick a month you would be willing to bring some goodies like cake, cookies or whatever you choose to serve after church
services when Healing Waters Parish is scheduled. Services begin at 2:00 pm on Wednesday. You don’t have to be present to
serve just leave what you brought before that time. Please supply small paper plates and forks if needed.
The following dates are open: April 22, June 10, July 29, September 16, November 4 and December 16.
Call Nancy Chasteen at 320-669-7427 or 320-226-1529 if you would be willing to help out.

The Healing Waters Parish council met virtually on April 1. In following the guidelines from
health officials and recommendations from Bishop Jon Anderson, we will move worship online
until May 10th.
As we continue to move our worship online, please remember that God is NOT only at the
church building, he is with us EVERYWHERE, whether we are critical employees still having to
work, or at home due to this pandemic. He will guide us through this!
During this hard time, please remember that we are strong and here to help one another.
Reach out to loved ones; friends, family, neighbors and see how they are doing, continue to try
supporting your church and local businesses financially as you are able, and take a deep breath;
soak in all the WONDERFUL things happening around us and all of God's creations.

If you have information you would like to have in the newsletter, please contact Nancy Chasteen at 320669-7427/320-226-1529 or nchasteen68@hotmail.com
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BERGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Bergen Lutheran Church
4603 310th Ave.
Granite Falls, MN,
56241
320-841-1780

There will be no Sunday
School until further notice.

Bergen Women’s
Meeting will not meet in
April.
Bergen Prayer List:
Marilyn Larson, Jo Pederson,
Bonnie Westfield

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday,April 1
Sunday, April 5
Wednesday, April 8
Maundy Thursday,April 9
Good Friday,April 10
Easter Vigil, April 11
Easter Sunday, April 12
Sunday, April 19
Sunday, April 26

Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 10:00 am
Live online at 5:30 pm
Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 6:00 pm
Live online at 9:00 pm
Live online 7:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

We now have a Facebook page –
“Bergen Lutheran Church”
Please come check us out!!!
Opening Church & Work Group Leaders for:
April
Rick & Tina Klosterboer

The Healing Waters Parish council met virtually on April 1. In following the guidelines from
health officials and recommendations from Bishop Jon Anderson, we will move worship online
until May 10th.
As we continue to move our worship online, please remember that God is NOT only at the
church building, he is with us EVERYWHERE, whether we are critical employees still having to
work, or at home due to this pandemic. He will guide us through this!
During this hard time, please remember that we are strong and here to help one another.
Reach out to loved ones; friends, family, neighbors and see how they are doing, continue to try
supporting your church and local businesses financially as you are able, and take a deep breath;
soak in all the WONDERFUL things happening around us and all of God's creations.
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ST. LUCAS LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
St. Lucas Lutheran Church
4232 170th Avenue
Cottonwood, MN 56229

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
St. Lucas
Prayer List
Sheldon
Haaland,
Savannah
Rausch,
Nola
Thompson

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
02 – Donald Lowe
04 – Marge Reishus
16 – Betty Lovsness
17 – Dennis Broughton
21 – Jacob Rausch
22 – Julie Olson
23 – Jodi Bofferding
24 – Linda Broughton
28 – Marilyn Brusven
Alex Lenz
Emily Lenz
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
16 – Brad & Jodi Bofferding
24 – Brad & Ronda Herigon

Wednesday,April 1
Sunday, April 5
Wednesday, April 8
Maundy Thursday,April 9
Good Friday,April 10
Easter Vigil, April 11
Easter Sunday, April 12
Sunday, April 19
Sunday, April 26

Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 10:00 am
Live online at 5:30 pm
Live online 5:30 pm
Live online 6:00 pm
Live online at 9:00 pm
Live online 7:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

St. Lucas Lutheran Cemetery Association- Rules and
Regulations
Effective January 1, 2016
~Memorial Day flowers and decorations are permitted one
week before and one week after Memorial Day.
~Flowers and decorations at other times must not interfere
with the maintenance and care of the cemetery. Removal of
these will be at the discretion of the cemetery board.
~No planting of trees or plants is permitted.
~Cremated remains may not be scattered anywhere in the
cemetery. The remains must be in a container and buried
within a burial space approved by the cemetery board.
~The St. Lucas Cemetery assumes no responsibility for
vandalism or defacing of interment lots.
~The cemetery board reserves the right to change these rules
and regulations as they deem necessary for the operation of
the cemetery.

The Healing Waters Parish council met virtually on April 1. In following the
guidelines from health officials and recommendations from Bishop Jon
Anderson, we will move worship online until May 10th.
As we continue to move our worship online, please remember that God is
NOT only at the church building, he is with us EVERYWHERE, whether we
are critical employees still having to work, or at home due to this pandemic.
He will guide us through this!
During this hard time, please remember that we are strong and here to help
one another. Reach out to loved ones; friends, family, neighbors and see
how they are doing, continue to try supporting your church and local
businesses financially as you are able, and take a deep breath; soak in all
the WONDERFUL things happening around us and all of God's creations.
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