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It’s September! Our long-awaited summer has come and
gone to quickly and now we are preparing for all things
winter in Minnesota, but before we get to winter – let’s
celebrate Labor Sunday and Labor Day!
Labor Day is always the first Monday in September and
it’s a day off work! Well, of course not always, but that
was the intention when it was first celebrated in 1885
and 1886 by a few municipalities. In 1894, many states
had adopted the holiday, which prompted Congress to
pass an act making the first Monday in September a legal
holiday in the District of Columbia and the territories.
President Grover Cleveland signed it into law on June 28,
1894.
The holiday was created to honor the contributions American workers have made to
the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. According to the Department
of Labor website, the celebration was intended to include “a street parade to exhibit
to the public ‘the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations’ of
the community, followed by a festival for the recreation and amusement of the
workers and their families.”
In 1909, from a resolution at the American Federation of Labor convention – the
Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated to the
“spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement.”
For us in 2020, we have Labor Day Weekend. A weekend to mark the end of summer,
to remind us school is starting, to prompt us to get all those summer things completed.
I had never heard about Labor Sunday until now when I was researching information
on the first Labor Day.
So, this year, we will celebrate Labor Sunday at Healing Waters Parish with a joint
outside service at Bergen on Sunday, September 6th. To truly make it about Labor
Sunday…let’s all bring something from your work that we can bless for the coming
year! I’m not at all limiting what you bring! Bring anything from tractors to blenders to
ink pens! Or toys if you play more than work!
~continued on page 2

Message from Vicar Mort
Come and check it out! Let’s find out together how we (as Christians) can benefit spiritually from celebrating Labor
Day together.
September is also about starting back to school, whether it be grade school, high school, college or Sunday school –
each church will have a special service for members that are going back to school. Watch for more to come in your
weekly church-specific announcements!
Our world. All I can do is pray. Pray and have faith that God has a plan. The world today makes me think about
Paul’s conversion. Paul, who was called Saul then, was ravaging the church by entering house after house, dragging
off both men and women that were confessed followers of “The Way” or Jesus. He dragged them off and put them
in prison. As Saul was on one of his journeys to bring more followers of “The Way” to prison in Jerusalem, a light
from heaven flashed around him and he heard a voice say, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who
are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will
be told what you are to do.” (Acts 9:4-6)
Paul, blinded by the light, followed the directions.
Then God came to Ananias and said to him, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this
moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that
he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.” (Acts 9:10-14)
And that’s what happened. Ananias laid lands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Scales fell from
Saul’s eyes and he could see. Then, he was baptized.
Because of what happened in this story, because Ananias followed God’s direction, more than half of the New
Testament is attributed to Saul, who was later named Paul. Ananias didn’t know how this was going to turn out,
but he followed what God told him to do.
What I’m getting at is that we just don’t know how these things that are happening in our world today will turn
out! It’s called faith. Faith that somewhere, someone is acting on a message from God; though we may not see it
clearly now or even in our lifetime.
We might not get the blinding light, or a clear voice from God…but we know when a message from God comes to
us. It’s nagging. It doesn’t let up. It’s just something you have to do. Maybe you are being led to help a neighbor;
maybe you are being nudged to talk to someone; just listen for that still, small, voice of God, calling you to do his
work! That’s how this world will change.
I’ll end with a benediction from Paul to the Romans:
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. (Romans
16:25-27)
Amen! ~Mort
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OFFICE & CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact Information
Vicar Mort Meyenburg
320-841-1085
Mortm60@gmail.com
Healing Waters Parish Staff
Angie Thostenson
507-766-0909
office@healingwatersparish.org
Augustana Office
Nancy Chasteen
320-226-1529/320-669-7427
Nchasteen68@hotmail.com
Bergen Office
Cindy Skulstad
320-841-1780
Cskulstad5@gmail.com
St. Lucas Office
Ronda Gregg Herigon
507-530-3858
rbherigon@starpoint.net

Worship Schedule
Wednesday, September 2nd – Augustana at 7:00 pm
Sunday, September 6th - Augustana – No worship
Bergen – Drive-in at 9:00 am
St. Lucas – No worship
Sunday, September 13th - Augustana – 9:30 am
Bergen – Drive-in at 8:30 am
St. Lucas – 10:45 am
Sunday, September 20th - Augustana – 9:30 am
Bergen – Drive-in at 8:30 am
St. Lucas – 10:45 am
Sunday, September 27th - Augustana – 9:30 am
Bergen – Drive-in at 8:30 am
St. Lucas – 10:45 am

Mort’s Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the
Augustana church office.

Community Prayer List
Tim Yerigan, Dawn Danielson,
Sallie Bellicot, Landyn Berends,
Libby Dack, Gail Gregoire, Janet
Tantow, Gary Johnson, Jill Boehne,
Cindy Buyert, Tony Rodriguez,
Adela Espinosa
+ Please let our church secretary
or the pastors know of any change
that should be made to the prayer
list.
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Weather Related Cancellations of Worship Services,
Sunday School, or Confirmation:
Website – www.healingwatersparish.org
Facebook –
Healing Waters Parish
Radio KMHL – 1400 AM (Marshall)
KDMA – 1460 AM (Montevideo)
Please notify us when:
 There is a birth or adoption of a child
 There is a death in your family
 There is a hospitalization in your family
 Someone becomes home bound
 Someone becomes unemployed
 You move or get a new phone number
 A child moves out of the house or attends
college or whenever there is a cause for
sorrow or a cause for joy
Healing Waters Parish, the body of Christ, wants to
bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Healing Waters Parish News

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Augustana Lutheran Church
921 11th Avenue
Clarkfield, MN 56223

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday, September 2
Sunday, September 6
Sunday, September 13
Sunday, September 20
Sunday, September 27

September work group
leaders:
Terry and Vicky Willander

7:00 pm
No worship
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:30 am

Augustana
Prayer List
Mae Johnson

Starting September 13th Augustana will have in-person
worship at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings.
IMPORTANT: Due to Covid-19, WELCA will NOT be having their
annual Salad Luncheon this year. This is our main fundraiser. If
you would like to make a donation to the Ladies Aid (in lieu of
having to make a salad or provide baked goods), please give or
send donations to: Jolene Johnson, 3937 Highway 67, Clarkfield
MN 56223.
Starting September
13th Augustana will
have in-person worship
at 9:30 am on Sunday
mornings.

Rachel Circle
is canceled for
September.

Council: Nancy will
contact council
members to set
date of next
council meeting.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please don’t forget your giving contributions
to Augustana during this difficult time. You may mail it to Karen
Kaatz at 405 9th Avenue, Clarkfield, MN 56223.
If you have information you would like to have in the newsletter, please contact
Nancy Chasteen at 320-669-7427/320-226-1529 or nchasteen68@hotmail.com
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BERGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Bergen Lutheran Church
4603 310th Ave.
Granite Falls, MN,
56241
320-841-1780

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, September 6
Sunday, September 13
Sunday, September 20
Sunday, September 27

Drive-in worship at 9:00 am
Drive-in worship at 8:30 am
Drive-in worship at 8:30 am
Drive-in worship at 8:30 am

Bergen Women’s
Meeting is TBD for
September. We will see
how the next couple
weeks go.

Bible Presentation
Sunday, September 27th during
8:30 am worship.
Opening Church & Work Group Leaders
for September:
Curt & Cindy Skulstad and Dave & Kim Kvam

Bergen Prayer List:
Betty Peterson, Joyce
Pederson, Vivian
Anderson, Bonnie
Westfield

Sunday School Rally Sunday!!
Theme: Building with God
September 27th at 9:30 am
Sunday School will begin September 27th at
9:30 am and will continue every 2nd and last
Sunday of the month at 9:30 am.
We now have a Facebook page –
“Bergen Lutheran Church”
Please come check us out!!!
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ST. LUCAS LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
St. Lucas Lutheran Church
4232 170th Avenue
Cottonwood, MN 56229

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, September 6
Sunday, September 13
Sunday, September 20
Sunday, September 27

St. Lucas Prayer List
Sheldon Haaland,
Savannah Rausch

No worship
10:45 am
10:45 am
10:45 am

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
01 – Sara Rausch
14 – Mike Rausch
Emma Brusven
15 – Andrew Lovsness
16 – Melanie Albin
Nancy Brusven
Jodie Forstein
21 – Gavin Manning
22 – Benjamin Hoff
23 – Sheldon Haaland
Stetson Herigon
29 – Danielle Brusven

St. Lucas Lutheran Cemetery Association- Rules and Regulations
Effective January 1, 2016
~Memorial Day flowers and decorations are permitted one week before and
one week after Memorial Day.
~Flowers and decorations at other times must not interfere with the
maintenance and care of the cemetery. Removal of these will be at the
discretion of the cemetery board.
~No planting of trees or plants is permitted.
~Cremated remains may not be scattered anywhere in the cemetery. The
remains must be in a container and buried within a burial space approved by
the cemetery board.
~The St. Lucas Cemetery assumes no responsibility for vandalism or defacing of
interment lots.
~The cemetery board reserves the right to change these rules and regulations as
they deem necessary for the operation of the cemetery.
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