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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in
sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together,

Righteous God,
our merciful master,
you own the earth and all its peoples,
and you give us all that we have.
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom,
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming,
through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

PSALM: PSALM 90:1-12

READ RESPONSIVELY.

1

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

2

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the
earth were born, from age to age you are God.
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You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.”

4

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
and like a watch in the night;
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you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the
grass:
6

in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried
up and withered.
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For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your
wrath.
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Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the
light of your countenance.
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When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end
like a sigh.
10

The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even
eighty; yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass
away quickly and we are gone.
11

Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your
indignation?
12

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts
to wisdom.
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SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given
eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But
you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like
a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we
are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
11
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
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Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 25:14-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts
that God has provided them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Mediational music - Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in
need.
…Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until
that day when you gather all creation around your throne where
you will reign forever and ever.

Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Meal
OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, oh God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves,
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your loved, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our savior and
Lord. Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, in the
name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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