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Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.
I recently realized that my baptism anniversary is coming up in
February - I was baptized on February 17, 1996. My mother has told
me stories of the day of my baptism, and apparently it went
something like this: I was perfectly happy and content until it was
almost time for me to be baptized, at which point I got ravenously
hungry. So, of course, my mother started to feed me. Only I was of
course *not* happy when I had to stop eating to get cold water
poured on my head, so… I spent the entirety of my actual baptism
screaming my head off. And knowing my childhood church, it is very
resonant - I am now very sorry for compromising everyone’s
eardrums…
But of course the most important story of that day is that since February 17, 1996, I
have been a member of the forgiven, redeemed, and loved Body of Christ. The faith into which
my parents baptized me, and with which my mother raised me has accompanied me my entire
life. When I was a teenager – and until about two years ago - I doubted and distanced myself
from organized Christianity, yes. I had grown frustrated and disappointed with the misguided
expressions of “Christian faith” that historically had and even now continues to hurt a lot of
people, and was trying to align my growing understanding of other people’s life experience
with that history.
And yet, my faith still accompanied me. During these years of doubt it was mostly
expressed and kept alive through old hymns, but the faith of my childhood always
accompanied me. And I think that that is the overarching meaning of baptism - even when we
start doubting, when life happens and we fall out of touch with our church and even our faith
entirely, we still carry with us the knowledge of our baptism. In our baptism, we are members
of the church broadly construed - the people of God, beloved, saved, and redeemed by our
magnanimous, magnificent, merciful God - and no one can refuse us this knowledge. Our
baptism makes us brothers and sisters to the whole world and every living being on this
planet, and siblings even to Jesus.
So the next time you encounter water in whatever form - snow (or rain?), water in the
kitchen sink as you wash dishes, the water you drink, the water you use to brush your teeth or
shower, the streams and creeks you cross on your way to work or school - I want you to
remember that you are baptized both with water and the Holy Spirit. You are a part of the
Body of Christ that began with a baby small enough to be hidden from rain in his mother’s
clothes, and now extends all around the world. You are saved and redeemed, and your sins are
forgiven simply through the overflowing love of our triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Your baptism was and is the visible sign of that promise made by God, and God’s love.
Amen. ~Vicar Raphaela Mueller~
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Vicar Raphaela Mueller
317-270-4765
Raphaela.Mueller.mail@gmail.com
YouTube Channel:
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Thank you for
helping with
the January
newsletter
assembly:
Angie
Thostenson

Healing Waters Parish Staff
Angie Thostenson
507-766-0909
office@healingwatersparish.org
Augustana Office
Nancy Chasteen
320-226-1529/320-669-7427
Nchasteen68@hotmail.com
Bergen Office
Cindy Skulstad
320-841-1780
Cskulstad5@gmail.com
St. Lucas Office
Ronda Gregg Herigon
507-530-3858
rbherigon@starpoint.net

Please notify us when:
 There is a birth or adoption of a child
 There is a death in your family
 There is a hospitalization in your family
 Someone becomes home bound
 Someone becomes unemployed
 You move or get a new phone number
 A child moves out of the house or attends college or
whenever there is a cause for sorrow or a cause for
joy
Healing Waters Parish, the body of Christ, wants to bring you
Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.
Community Prayer List
Landyn Berends, Libby Dack, Gail Gregoire, Janet
Tantow, Gary Johnson, Jill Boehne, Cindy Buyert, Tony
Rodriguez, Adela Espinosa
+ Please let our church secretary or the pastors know of
any change that should be
made to the prayer list.
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Sunday, February 2
Augustana 10:30 am Raphaela Mueller (comm)
Bergen 9:00 am Raphaela Mueller (comm)
St. Lucas 10:00 am Elizabeth Larson
Sunday, February 9
Augustana 10:30 am Mort Meyenburg
Bergen 9:00 am Mort Meyenburg
St. Lucas 10:00 am Raphaela Mueller
Sunday, February 16
Augustana 10:30 am Mort Meyenburg
Bergen 9:00 am Mort Meyenburg
St. Lucas 10:00 am Raphaela Mueller
Sunday, February 23
Augustana 10:30 am Mort Meyenburg
Bergen 9:00 am Mort Meyenburg
St. Lucas 10:00 am Raphaela Mueller (comm)
Ash Wednesday, February 26
Augustana 5:30 pm Raphaela Mueller (comm)
Bergen 7:00 pm Raphaela Mueller (comm)
St. Lucas 5:30 pm Pr. Steve Quist (comm)

Raphaela’s Office Hours
Tuesday: Montevideo Public Library, 12:303:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Clarkfield Public Library, 10:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday: Marshall Public Library, 2:30 p.m.4:00 p.m., 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Saturday: Cottonwood Public Library, 9:00
a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
**All come with the option of moving to church,
a nearby coffee shop or something similar if a
member would like to talk privately, since
libraries are often quiet and conversations
easily overheard.**

Weather Related Cancellations of Worship
Services, Sunday School, or Confirmation:
Website – www.healingwatersparish.org
Facebook – Healing Waters Parish
Radio KMHL – 1400 AM (Marshall) or
KDMA – 1460 AM (Montevideo)
Healing Waters Parish News

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Augustana Lutheran Church
921 11th Avenue
Clarkfield, MN 56223

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 2nd
Sunday, February 9th
Sunday, February 16th
Sunday, February 23th
Ash Wednesday, February 26th

Council: Nancy will contact council
members to set date of next
council meeting.

If you would like a copy of
your 2019 contributions to
Augustana, please call Karen
Kaatz at 320-669-7123.

10:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
5:30 pm

Augustana
Prayer List
Family of Pat
Willander,
Mae Johnson

Rachel Circle will meet
at Karen Kaatz’s home
on Wednesday,
February 19th at 7:30
pm.

February work group leaders:
Dick & Elaine Petersen

2020 HWP Valhalla Schedule:
Please pick a month you would be willing to bring some goodies like cake, cookies or whatever you choose
to serve after church services when Healing Waters Parish is scheduled. Services begin at 2:00 pm on
Wednesday. You don’t have to be present to serve just leave what you brought before that time. Please
supply small paper plates and forks if needed.
The following dates are open: March 4, April 22, June 10, July 29, September 16, November 4 and
December 16.
Call Nancy Chasteen at 320-669-7427 or 320-226-1529 if you would be willing to help out.

Augustana’s Annual Meeting:
Sunday, February 2nd following the 10:30 church service, followed by
potluck.
If you have information you would like to have in the newsletter, please contact Nancy Chasteen at 320669-7427/320-226-1529 or nchasteen68@hotmail.com
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BERGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Bergen Lutheran Church
4603 310th Ave.
Granite Falls, MN,
56241
320-841-1780

Bergen Prayer
List:
Bonnie
Westfield

Sunday School will be on
the 2nd and last Sunday’s
of each month.

Bergen Women’s Meeting
is TBD for February.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 2nd
Sunday, February 9th
Sunday, February 16th
Sunday, February 23th
Ash Wednesday, February 26th

9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
7:00 pm

Opening Church & Work Group Leaders for:
February
Rick & Tina Klosterboer
We now have a Facebook page –
“Bergen Lutheran Church”
Please come check us out!!!
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ST. LUCAS LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
St. Lucas Lutheran Church
4232 170th Avenue
Cottonwood, MN 56229

St. Lucas
Prayer List
Savannah
Rausch, Nola
Thompson

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
04 – Dennis Anderson
Austin Lee Martin
06 – Anna Brusven
08 – Darrin Kompelien
Leah Brusven
11 – Cole Brusven
13 – Robert Hoff
14 – Jon Gregoire
15 – Lila Mauland
Brian Stensrud
Carson Brusven
16 – Kerry Thompson
20 Naomi Stensrud
21 – Theodora Miller
22 – Zach Brusven

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 2nd
Sunday, February 9th
Sunday, February 16th
Sunday, February 23th
Ash Wednesday, February 26th

10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
5:30 pm

St. Lucas Lutheran Cemetery Association- Rules and Regulations
Effective January 1, 2016
~Memorial Day flowers and decorations are permitted one week
before and one week after Memorial Day.
~Flowers and decorations at other times must not interfere with the
maintenance and care of the cemetery. Removal of these will be at
the discretion of the cemetery board.
~No planting of trees or plants is permitted.
~Cremated remains may not be scattered anywhere in the cemetery.
The remains must be in a container and buried within a burial space
approved by the cemetery board.
~The St. Lucas Cemetery assumes no responsibility for vandalism or
defacing of interment lots.
~The cemetery board reserves the right to change these rules and
regulations as they deem necessary for the operation of the
cemetery.

Please include Savannah Rausch in your prayers. On Christmas Eve
they received the news that she has Diffused Large B Cell Lymphoma.
Please pray for peace for Savannah so she may rest and keep up her
strength. The Rausch family could use all of our love, prayers, and
positive thoughts.
A Caringbridge site has been set up for Savannah Rausch. To find
Savannah go to caringbridge.org and search for SavannahRausch.
There is also a GoFundMe page set up for Savannah and her family.
www.gofundme.com #SavannahStrong
T-shirts and bracelets are here. If you would like to purchase one
please go to the Lakeview School. They are 15 dollars, sizes range from
youth small to 3xl. Bracelets are 3 dollars.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Vicar Raphaela Mueller will be offering home blessings in the European/German tradition in the coming
months. On Epiphany in Germany, groups of (mostly Catholic, but sometimes Protestant) children - led by
three teens dressed as the three wise men - go around their towns, sing a few hymns at each home, and
mark the beam above the front door with the year and the letters CMB (this year it will look like this: 20
C+M+B 20). These letters, according to tradition, stand for both the names of the wise men - Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthasar - and the Latin phrase "Christus Mansionem Benedicat," Christ has blessed this
house. If you would like to have your home - whether house or apartment - blessed for the coming year,
please contact me and I'd be happy to set up a time for us to do that!
We have heard from a handful of people about starting a Bible Study - if you would be interested in
participating, please contact her!
We would love for you to preach one Sunday! Raphaela will start to approach members at the end of this
month, so if you have ideas for a sermon or know of someone who you think would be a good fit, please
send them her way!
Vicar Raphaela will start calling you to get to know you, see if you have prayer requests, and - if time
permits - set up a short visit. If she does not call you this month or even next month please do not worry
- with over 200 households on our list it will take her a while to get to all of you, but she promises she will
not forget you.

Please let
Angie
Thostenson
know if you
plan on
attending the
Equipping
Congregations
Day. She will
sign us up as a
group so each
individual
person does
not have to
pay the $30.
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