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Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
We have made it to June! All throughout May so much
has been happening around us – the trees finally have leaves
again (don’t you love the first time you hear the wind rustle
through not just the branches, but the fresh green?), dandelions
are sprouting all over the yard (whether or not that’s a good
thing is debatable), across the field I can see purple flowers
blooming along the drainage ditch, and the birds have been
going mad the past few weeks. I love listening to them just as
they wake up around dawn – that alone almost makes me a
morning person. Almost! And how incredible it is to be able to
open my window and just leave it open all day to breathe in the
warm breeze…
But it is a little weird, isn’t it? How the earth is just going about its business like
it does every Spring, and we can’t follow it like we usually do? Of course, farming
doesn’t wait for us, and neither does grocery shopping, but aside from that, we are at
a standstill. I went back to count, and realized that June 7 – the first Sunday this month
– will be the 12th Sunday since we transitioned entirely to online worship. But it feels
much longer than that, doesn’t it? Especially for those of us who can’t join worship on
the internet, I get the feeling that after the initial excitement and wonderment of
“something different” this “new normal” is starting to feel like an eternity.
And it’s not going to change anytime soon either. Parish Council met at the end
of May, and we came to the conclusion that we simply cannot put a date on when we
will get back to in-person worship. I want to proclaim that this realization brings so
many opportunities, and look at all the things that we can do and all the possibilities!
But the truth is that – even though I know that I couldn’t forgive myself if our worship
was the reason why one of us got sick, and I fully support and stand by council’s
decision to continue online worship – I am sad. I am sad that we can’t see each other
every week, that visitation, coffee, and communion are not possible and most likely
won’t safely be possible until the end of my time with you.
But I also know that these emotions, this disappointment, sadness, tiredness,
and deep, deep sense of loss, are entirely normal at this point during a crisis of this
extent. Getting stir crazy, impatiently waiting to get back to the places and routines we
are used to, and frustration at the people and events that stand in our way are nothing
new or extraordinary, according to scientists and
~Continued on next page

historians who have studied the timeline of crises throughout history. Also, many of us might also feel scared or
concerned about how we can square trying to survive financially with trying to stay safe and healthy, and those
concerns are also entirely normal. So if you are sitting with any of these sensations at the moment,
congratulations! You are right on track!
Still, what do we do now? Where do we go from here? First of all, I encourage you to continue participating
in worship in whichever way you can – join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom if you have a computer
or call in to our worship (the phone number you can call is 312-626-6799; enter the meeting ID 932-0261-4733
when you are prompted), or join a congregation on the radio or TV. Keep a journal and/or use a devotional – a
summer devotional for our parish should accompany this newsletter or arrive in the mail in the coming days; feel
free to read it, talk it over with others, write in it, in short: use it however you feel led.
Additionally, stay up to date on events in our community, but limit your exposure to the news. I know these may
seem mutually exclusive, but it is important to stay connected to our community without compromising our mental
health. And lastly, reach out! Call friends and family even just once a week for a few minutes to exchange stories,
things that happened (yes, I am encouraging you to gossip), or a few things that you feel grateful for. And
remember that if or when there is ever a time that you do find yourself feeling isolated, you do have my phone
number: 317-270-4765. Text or call me!
I am sure you have heard this a million times by now, but these really are strange times. There is lots going on
around us and in our heads, and much of it has to do with vacillating fight or flight responses of our limbic brain –
we are on unstable ground in more ways than one. God isn’t fixing anything like we might expect them to, and we
are walking into the coming few months, even just this coming week, as good as blind. But I do think that God is
still with us. God hasn’t abandoned us.
It may be difficult to see in our everyday life at the moment, but dozens of verses in both the Old and New
Testament show us that God is always there. There are two passages that I often come back to: Psalm 23,
particularly verse 4 (“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil for you are with me; your rod and
your staff they comfort me.”), and John 14:27 (“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”). I offer these verses to you
on this windy, uncertain path that we are encountering together.
God’s peace be with you all. Amen. ~Vicar Raphaela Mueller~

OFFICE & CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact Information
Vicar Raphaela Mueller
317-270-4765
Raphaela.Mueller.mail@gmail.com
YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdsh
sByvsreGn5J_ledHTCw/videos?view_as=su
bscriber

Healing Waters Parish Staff
Angie Thostenson
507-766-0909
office@healingwatersparish.org
Augustana Office
Nancy Chasteen
320-226-1529/320-669-7427
Nchasteen68@hotmail.com
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Bergen Office
Cindy Skulstad
320-841-1780
Cskulstad5@gmail.com
St. Lucas Office
Ronda Gregg Herigon
507-530-3858
rbherigon@starpoint.net

Worship Schedule
Sunday, June 7 – Live online
worship at 10:00 am
Sunday, June 14 - Live online
worship at 7:00 am
Sunday, June 21 - Live online
worship at 7:00 am
Sunday, June 28 - Live online
worship at 7:00 am
Raphaela’s Office Hours
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and
social distancing, there will not be office
hours until further notice. Please contact
Raphaela directly if you are in need of
assistance or would just like to talk.
Healing Waters Parish News

Weather Related Cancellations of Worship Services, Sunday
School, or Confirmation:
Website – www.healingwatersparish.org
Facebook –
Healing Waters Parish
Radio KMHL – 1400 AM (Marshall)
KDMA – 1460 AM (Montevideo)

Community Prayer List
Steve Larson (Elizabeth Larson’s brother), Landyn
Berends, Libby Dack, Gail Gregoire, Janet Tantow,
Gary Johnson, Jill Boehne, Cindy Buyert, Tony
Rodriguez, Adela Espinosa
+ Please let our church secretary or the pastors know of any change
that should be made to the prayer list.

Please notify us when:
 There is a birth or adoption of a child
 There is a death in your family
 There is a hospitalization in your family
 Someone becomes home bound
 Someone becomes unemployed
 You move or get a new phone number
 A child moves out of the house or attends
college or whenever there is a cause for
sorrow or a cause for joy
Healing Waters Parish, the body of Christ, wants to
bring you Christ’s love in all the seasons of your life.

The Healing Waters Parish council met virtually, and in the face of the still widening
outbreak of COVID-19, we have decided to keep our worship services online until June
30th. During this time, Healing Waters Parish will be working with each individual church to
create a plan to safely reopen in-person worship. Please be patient as we will be working
hard to ensure the safety of all our members and staff. See enclosed guidelines.

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Augustana Lutheran Church
921 11th Avenue
Clarkfield, MN 56223

Augustana
Prayer List
Mae Johnson
Council: Nancy will
contact council members
to set date of next
council meeting.

Rachel Circle
will not
meet until
September.

June work group
leaders:
Betty Schweer

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please don’t
forget your giving contributions to
Augustana during this difficult time.
You may mail it to Karen Kaatz at 405
9th Avenue, Clarkfield, MN 56223.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 7
Sunday, June 14
Sunday, June 21
Sunday, June 28

Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

As the new tax date it July 15th this
year, if you still need a copy of your
2019 contributions to Augustana, please
call Karen Kaatz at 320-669-7123.

2020 HWP Valhalla Schedule:
Please pick a month you would be willing to bring
some goodies like cake, cookies or whatever you
choose to serve after church services when Healing
Waters Parish is scheduled. Services begin at 2:00
pm on Wednesday. You don’t have to be present to
serve just leave what you brought before that time.
Please supply small paper plates and forks if needed.
The following dates are open: June 10, July 29,
September 16, November 4 and December 16.
Call Nancy Chasteen at 320-669-7427 or 320-2261529 if you would be willing to help out.
Healing Waters Parish News

If you have information you would like to have in the newsletter, please contact Nancy Chasteen at 320669-7427/320-226-1529 or nchasteen68@hotmail.com

BERGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
Bergen Lutheran Church
4603 310th Ave.
Granite Falls, MN,
56241
320-841-1780

Bergen Prayer
List:
Family of Jo
Pederson,
Marilyn Larson,
Bonnie
Westfield

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 7
Sunday, June 14
Sunday, June 21
Sunday, June 28

We now have a Facebook page –
“Bergen Lutheran Church”
Please come check us out!!!

Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

Bergen Women’s Meeting will
not meet in June.
Opening Church & Work Group
Leaders for:
June: David & Janet Gabrielson

ST. LUCAS LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS
St. Lucas Lutheran Church
4232 170th Avenue
St. Lucas Prayer
Cottonwood, MN 56229
List
Sheldon Haaland,
Savannah Rausch

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, June 7
Sunday, June 14
Sunday, June 21
Sunday, June 28

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
11 - Mike & Shannon Lenz
14 - Mitch & Roberta Brusven
14 - Earl & Sarah Settle
21 - Sheldon & Marge Haaland
25 - Steve & Nancy Brusven
29 - Eric and Mindy Stensrud

St. Lucas Senior Quilt recipient.
Thank You for the beautiful quilt that I received from the
quilting ladies of St. Lucas. I loved the pattern and material.
My plans for the future include attending SMSU in the fall
and majoring in Art with an emphasis in Graphic Design.
Bailey Herigon
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Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am
Live online 10:00 am

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
01 - Kendra Penske
05 - Sarah Settle
06 - Bailey Herigon
08 - Ken Pehrson
09 - Ronda Herigon
10 - Rob Kompelien
11 - Judy VanMaldeghem
12 - Rod Stensrud
14 - Lois Albin
14 - Corey Brusven
20 - Angela Nyp
21 - Grace Rausch
23 - Sam Dieken
29 - Kacie Hartle
30 - Doug Albin
30 - Daryn Thompson
Healing Waters Parish News

St. Lucas Lutheran Cemetery Association- Rules and Regulations
Effective January 1, 2016
~Memorial Day flowers and decorations are permitted one week before and one week after
Memorial Day.
~Flowers and decorations at other times must not interfere with the maintenance and care
of the cemetery. Removal of these will be at the discretion of the cemetery board.
~No planting of trees or plants is permitted.
~Cremated remains may not be scattered anywhere in the cemetery. The remains must be
in a container and buried within a burial space approved by the cemetery board.
~The St. Lucas Cemetery assumes no responsibility for vandalism or defacing of interment
lots.
~The cemetery board reserves the right to change these rules and regulations as they deem
necessary for the operation of the cemetery.
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Industry Guidance for Safely Reopening: Faith-based communities, places of worship, weddings, and
funerals
Beginning May 27, 2020
Before hosting groups over 10 people, your congregations must develop and implement a COVID-19
Preparedness Plan that addresses the following components. The Plan must be evaluated, monitored, executed,
and updated under the supervision of a designated Plan Administrator within each of your congregations.
The Plan must be posted on site in an easily accessible location that will allow for the Plan to be readily
reviewed by all members.
Please note: Occupancy must be reduced to accommodate for the required social distancing of at least six feet between
people who do not live in the same household. In indoor settings, occupancy must not exceed 25% of total occupancy,
with a maximum of 250 people in a single self-contained space. In outdoor settings, gatherings must not exceed 250
people.

-> These limits may change as the data indicates declining number of cases and deaths, or surges in those
numbers over time.
-> For drive-in services, see: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/guidefaithpark.pdf
Please note: This guidance is limited to weddings, funerals, and worship as described above and does not apply to
related celebrations or social gatherings. Such social gatherings continue to be limited to 10 people. The consumption of
food and beverages beyond what is necessary for a planned service or ritual is also prohibited. This includes gatherings
after services to share food, drink and community both indoors and outdoors. Congregants should be encouraged to exit
directly after services and return to their cars or other mode of transportation.
Large gatherings continue to present a risk for increasing the spread of COVID-19. All faith communities are encouraged
to provide remote services and have the right to choose not to open or host large gatherings.
GENERAL GUIDANCE













Evaluate traffic patterns and “choke points” to reduce crowding at entrances, in hallways, elevators, waiting
areas, break areas, common areas, etc.
Large gatherings should utilize different entrances, staggered arrival and departure times, and other
mechanisms to avoid congestion at entry and exit points (this includes leadership and participants).
Limit in-person staff meetings [read: council meetings] to 10 people or less.
Limit the number of people in restrooms at the same time.
Provide recommended protective supplies, such as non-medical cloth face coverings, gloves, disinfectant,
shields, etc., appropriate to the situation.
Post “hand-washing” and “cover your cough” signs. See:
https://www.health.state.mn.us/people/cyc/index.html and
https://www.health.state.mn.us/people/handhygiene/materials.html
Doors to multi-stall restrooms should be able to be opened and closed without touching the handles,
opening-devices, or powered door-operators with the hand, whenever possible. If the door cannot be opened
without touching the handle or door-operator, place trash-receptacle by the door to ensure a paper towel can
be readily disposed of when operating the door. The location and positioning of waste-receptacles should
not interfere with Life Safety requirements (e.g. egress, evacuation, emergency equipment) or any
reasonable accommodations provided under the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Community drinking stations and water-fountains should not be available/used. Touchless water-filling
stations may still be provided.
Food should not be shared communally.
Provide tissues for proper cough/sneeze etiquette and no-touch disposal bins.
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BUILDING AND VENTILATION PROTOCOLS
General Building Conditions: Buildings must be assessed to determine the status and capacities of the
utility systems within the building (e.g. ventilation, water supply, sewer, gas), as well as potential issues
associated with vermin, molds, and mildew, prior to putting the building into an operational status.
 Follow established protocols for starting mechanical, electrical, plumbing, life-safety, and other systems
after non-use.
 Assess the building for indications of pest and vermin infestation, and consult a pest-control professional as
appropriate.
 See CDC’s Guidance for Reopening Buildings After Prolonged Shutdown or Reduced Operation
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html).
 Windows, fans, and air conditioning: CDC recommends working with facility management to determine
how often to change air filters and to improve ventilation and exchanges for air from outside to the extent
possible.
Day-To-Day Operations: Once systems are in a safe operational status, ensure the following practices and
protocols are maintained:
 Continuously maximize fresh air into the work and communal spaces. Eliminate air recirculation.
 Minimize air flow from blowing across people.
If your facility has air conditioning:
 Supplement ventilation system with the use of portable HEPA filter units whenever possible.
 Keep systems running longer hours (24/7 if possible) to enhance the ability to filter contaminants out of the air.

If you have the capacity to do so, the following is also recommended:
 Maintain relative humidity levels of RH 40-60%
 Add a flush cycle to the controls of the HVAC system, and run HVAC systems for 2-hours before and after
occupancy if your system allows for this.
 Check and rebalance the HVAC system to provide negative air-pressure whenever possible.
 Consult an HVAC professional or the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers to ensure proper ventilation is provided, and ventilation-systems are properly maintained. See
ASHRAE’s COVID-19 Preparedness Resources (https://www.ashrae.org/technical-resources/resources).
WORK AND GATHERING SPACE CLEANING AND DISINFECTION PROTOCOLS
 Establish a documented sanitation schedule and checklist, identifying surfaces/equipment to be sanitized,
the agent to be used, and the frequency at which sanitation occurs.
 Routinely clean and disinfect all areas, such as restrooms, common areas, shared electronic equipment,
instruments, tools, controls, etc.
 Electronic devices (e.g. light switches, circuit breakers) should not be sanitized with a liquid agent. Consider
covering switches/devices with a poly-covering that allows the user to manipulate the device without
touching the switch, and hangout the poly-covering frequently. Electronic devices must be sanitized only
when disconnected from the power source, and sanitized in accordance with the listing/labeling
requirements.
 Personal equipment, items used in rituals or services, microphones, and phones should not be shared or, if
shared, should be disinfected after each use.
 Frequently clean all high-touch items, such as doorknobs, countertops, barriers, railings, handles, ends of
pews, tops of chairs, and other surfaces.
 Implement immediate cleaning and disinfecting of the work and gathering space if a staff, member, or
visitor becomes ill with COVID-19. See CDC’s Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html).
 Select appropriate disinfectants, and ensure the needed supply – consider effectiveness and safety. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) List N has identified a list of products that meet EPA’s criteria
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for use against SARS-CoV-2. See EPA’s List N: Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2
(https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2).
Review product labels and Safety Data Sheets, follow manufacturer specifications, and use required
personal protective equipment for the product.
Hymnals and religious texts should be removed as they cannot be effectively cleaned. Consider the
following options:
o Use projectors to guide participants through the order, prayers, and texts of the service.
o Distribute paper copies in a way that minimizes contact by anyone but the service participant, and do
not reuse.
o Provide electronic copies of text used for services to participants to access on their personal devices
prior to the service.

COMMUNICATIONS AND TRAINING PRACTICES AND PROTOCOL
 All leadership [read: council] must be trained regarding COVID-19 exposure, as well as applicable policies,
procedures, practices, and protocols.
 Organizations and facilities must ensure the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan is posted in easily accessible
locations and is shared with and reviewed by all staff.
 Organizations and facilities must ensure the necessary or required rules and practices are communicated to
members and renters or other users of their space (e.g. community groups, support groups, etc.), and
adequately enforce their provisions.
 Communication to educate members and participants about the steps being taken for their protection to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 is encouraged. Protective measures should be communicated to members
prior to, and at the start of, the event or gathering to both educate and inform them of their role in protecting
themselves and others.
WHAT ORGANIZATIONS AND FACILITIES CAN DO TO MINIMIZE POSSIBLE TRANSMISSION
 Members should conduct a self-check and stay home if they have symptoms of COVID-19.
o Symptoms can include fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, headache, muscle pain, sore throat,
or loss of taste or smell. Other less common symptoms include gastrointestinal symptoms like
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.
 Facilities and organizations should ask visitors and participants to review a screening survey addressing
close contacts with confirmed cases and quarantined cases, and recent out of continent travel. The questions
should be the same as those completed by staff, and visitors and participants should be advised to stay home
if they have had a significant exposure. MDH’s Visitor and Employee Health Screening Checklist:
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/facilityhlthscreen.pdf).
 Persons who may be at higher risk for severe illness are strongly encouraged to stay home (See
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html).
 Post signage and develop messaging that if members or visitors do not feel well or have any symptoms
compatible with COVID-19, they should stay home. See the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)’s
Visitor and Employee Health Screening Checklist:
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/facilityhlthscreen.pdf). The checklist is also available
in Hmong, Somali, and Spanish: (https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/businesses.html).
 People should also stay home if they have a household member experiencing symptoms compatible with
COVID-19. Refer to CDC’s What to Do if You are Sick or Caring for Someone Who is Sick
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/index.html).
 If a participant begins to feel unwell while in the facility, they should leave immediately and isolate
themselves at home. See CDC’s Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers Responding to
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), May 2020 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html).
 Encourage participants to regularly wash and/or sanitize their hands.
 Limit the equipment, products, or items touched by participants while in the building.
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Strongly encourage all participants to wear a face covering or mask when they are able. Have extra masks
available for people who do not arrive with one. Cloth face coverings are NOT a substitute for maintaining a
physical distance of 6-feet from other people. Refer to CDC guidance on cloth face coverings
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face coverings.html).
Singing is a higher-risk activity as it more forcefully expels respiratory droplets than speaking. And the act
of singing may contribute to transmission of COVID-19, possibly through emission of aerosols.
Congregations should refrain from singing. Congregations are strongly encouraged to offer pre-recorded
music or only one cantor singing at a distance of at least 12 feet from anyone else during the service, while
wearing a face mask.
Processionals and recessionals should only be done in a manner that maintains at least 6 feet of distance
between people from different households.
Adapt your practices during planned services, weddings and funerals to avoid physical contact or passing
objects between individuals (e.g. greetings, collection baskets, sharing of ceremonial objects).
Communion for some faiths is a critical part of their ritual. Faith communities that cannot make communion
a touch-free encounter should follow these guidelines:
o Communion should be distributed hand-to-hand, not hand-to-mouth.
o Both the distributor and the receiver of communion should wear face coverings.
o 6 feet of distance (two arm’s length) distance should be maintained between the communion
distributor and the receiver. This would require both parties extending their arms as comfortably as
possible.
o The distributor of communion should use hand sanitizer prior to initiation, and repeated after
touching their face, coughing, or sneezing, or significant touching of another person or object in the
process of distributing communion.
o Hand sanitizer should be used before touching a mask to take it down for communion, and after
touching a mask to put it back on. Note: hand sanitizer must be applied thoroughly and allowed to
dry to be effective.
Maintain a distance of at least 6 feet (2 meters) from people not in the same household at all times. This
includes establishing this distance with people next to you and in front and behind you. Remove or block off
seating, clearly mark entrances and exits and space within the facility to ensure adequate spacing of
participants.
Consider implementing usher directed entering and exiting of the seating area to maintain proper social
distancing.

OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
As you consider further opening for worship, weddings, or funerals, it is important to consider the
unique characteristics of your members and shared spaces.
 Some of your members may be at higher risk for COVID-19; these persons are strongly urged to stay at
home and not participate in any group gatherings involving people outside of their immediate household.
 Continue virtual services, phone contact, and other outreach to vulnerable community members, even as
other members begin to engage in person. Some of your members may not feel comfortable resuming inperson contact for a longer period of time. It is important to respect their decisions while continuing to
remain connected in other ways.
 Remember that as restrictions are lifted on a state-wide level, your community has the choice to continue the
practices put in place during the stay-at-home orders and delay in-person gatherings. Faith communities
need to take steps to ensure that members who choose not to attend in-person services will not experience
negative consequences from those communities because of their decision.
 These Requirements are being implemented universally across sectors with similar gathering spaces for
various sectors of your communities. Consideration is given to space size, flow of movement, duration of
time in designated shared space, and the nature of the COVID-19 virus to easily spread in large group
gatherings no matter how much planned social distancing is implemented.
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ADDITIONAL PROTECTIONS AND PROTOCOL FOR MANAGING OCCUPANCY
 Publicize your protocols so that current and potential members or visitors are aware of expectations.
 Advise members and visitors of the added COVID-19 precautions that will be taken prior to arrival at the
site. Use websites, social media, pre-appointment phone calls and other outlets to educate members on the
steps being taken for their and others’ protection.
 Consider sending an email or text of a screening survey prior to a planned service, wedding or funeral and
request that anyone with symptoms stay home.
 Post signage at the entrances and exits outlining established protocols.
 Limit the number of persons trying to enter the building at the same time. Consider planning ways to ask
participants to arrive at staggered times (e.g. alphabetically or by electronic sign-up).
 Determine how your community will address arrivals after you have reached maximum capacity. Pre-plan
as much as possible to avoid this situation and prepare a plan for if it occurs.
 Train staff how to address a situation where a participant in a service or event appears to be sick or
symptomatic and assist them in leaving.
 Evaluate all points in the services that previously involved a face-to-face or interaction closer than six feet
to determine how they can be done in an alternative way.
 Provide hand sanitizer and tissues at the entrance, in each seating area section, and other prominent
locations.
 Entrances, exits, restrooms and other areas of congestion should be marked to provide for social distancing
of at least six feet, including floor markers for distance, lane lines and signage in adjacent areas where
people may be waiting for access.
 Space, configuration and flow of the space should be evaluated to allow for physical distancing of six feet
by every household at all times.
o Only members of the same household can sit together and should maintain a distance of at least six
feet from other households or individuals.
o Participants from separate households should not interact from closer than six feet before, after, or
during planned services, weddings or funerals.
 In-person services and ceremonies should not resume if adequate protective measures cannot be
implemented.

Adapted and shortened from the document “Worship Guidance” distributed by Countryside Public Health. Complete
document available by request.
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