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Isaiah 9:6 For to us a
child is born, to us a
son is given; and the
government shall be
upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be
called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Lilly Endowment Grant to Your
Southwestern Minnesota Synod
January 2017 Newsletter

The Southwestern
Minnesota Synod of
the
Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) has
been awarded a
$500,000 grant from
Lilly Endowment,
Inc. of Indianapolis,
under the Endowment's National Initiative to Address
Economic
Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders. This
initiative supports a
variety of religious
organizations across
the nation as they address the financial
and economic struggles that can impair
the ability of pastors
to lead congregations
effectively.
The Southwestern
Minnesota
Synod
will use the Lilly
grant to strengthen
current programs and
establish new ways
to enhance financial
literacy among congregational lay leaders and pastors.
Special workshops,
seminars, and ongoing research will
allow congregations
to deal openly with
financial concerns

and work together to
produce new solutions. Programs supported by the Lilly
grant over the coming three years will
likely include:
Stewardship equipping events
Workshops for energizing and mobilizing congregations
Special sessions at
the Equipping Congregations Day
Pastors and Treasurers Retreats
Workshops to create "Cultures of Generosity"
Retreats for FirstCall Pastors, including "Story Shepherd"
training
Pastoral
support
through opportunities
such as financial
coaching, the Portico
"Life Stage Event"
program and a Facebook Book Club on
financial literacy
Training for an Executive Certificate in
religious fund-raising
Your Synod will
also use the grant to
establish a Ministerial Excellence Fund
that will help to reduce the burdens of

educational costs for
pastors, provide incentives for pastors
to prepare more effectively for retirement,
and
meet
medical crises. The
grant calls for the
people of our Synod
to raise at least
$250,000 in order to
receive a matching
$250,000 for this
Ministerial Excellence Fund (as part of
the total $500,000
grant).
Lay representatives
from throughout our
Synod, along with
Synod staff, have already begun to mobilize
a
special
initiative
entitled
“Embrace
God’s
Mission,
Equip
God’s People” to not
only raise the matching funds for the
Lilly grant but meet
other
important
needs of congregations to expand mission, service, and
ministries in the
coming years. The
Lilly grant becomes
the major lead gift
for this groundbreaking Synod-wide financial initiative.

www.healingwatersparish.org

Upcoming
Events:
-Quilting for
seniors begins in
January. See
page 6 for more
information.

-The Annual
Meeting for
YMLC will be
held at 12:30
p.m. (or
following
worship) on
Sunday, January
22nd. All reports
are due on
January 12th

-WELCA Quilting
starts on Tuesday, January
10th, from 9:00 –
11:30 a.m., and
continues every
Tuesday morning
throughout
January,
February, &
March.

Office & contact information

Contact Information

Pastor Dave Peterson
218-416-0705
dpeterson001@luthersem.edu

Healing Waters Parish Staff
Angie Thostenson
507-766-0909
office@healingwatersparish.org

Augustana Office
Mindi Rokusek
320-269-1166
jmrokusek@yahoo.com

Bergen Office
Tami Danielson
320-226-6078
mrs.d7033@gmail.com

St. Lucas Office
Ronda Gregg Herigon
507-872-6535
rbherigon@starpoint.net

Yellow Medicine Office
Annette Sharkey
507-768-3417
annettelsharkey@gmail.com

Please notify us when:
• There is a birth or adoption of a child
• There is a death in your family
• There is a hospitalization in your family
• Someone becomes home bound
• Someone becomes unemployed
• You move or get a new phone number
• A child moves out of the house or attends college or whenever there is a cause
for sorrow or a cause for joy
Healing Waters Parish, the body of
Christ, wants to bring you Christ’s love in
all the seasons of your life.
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Thank you for helping with the December newsletter assembly:
Joyce Gregg, Connie Pehrson, Janeen Komplein, and Angie Thostenson

Worship Schedule

Sunday, January 1
Augustana 9:00 a.m...........................Kelly France
Bergen 10:30 a.m.................................Kelly France
St Lucas 9:00 a.m.................................Pr Dave Peterson
Yellow Medicine Lutheran 10:30 a.m....Pr Dave Peterson

Sunday, January 8
Augustana 9:00 a.m...........................Kelly France
Bergen 10:30 a.m.................................Kelly France
St Lucas 9:00 a.m.................................Pr Dave Peterson
Yellow Medicine Lutheran 10:30 a.m....Pr Dave Peterson

Sunday, January 15
Augustana 9:00 a.m...........................Kelly France
Bergen 10:30 a.m.................................Kelly France
St Lucas 10:30 a.m.................................Pr Dave Peterson
Yellow Medicine Lutheran 9:00 a.m....Pr Dave Peterson

Sunday, January 22
Augustana 9:00 a.m...........................Kelly France
Bergen 10:30 a.m.................................Kelly France
St Lucas 9:00 a.m.................................Pr Dave Peterson
Yellow Medicine Lutheran 10:30 a.m....Pr Dave Peterson

Sunday, January 29
Augustana 9:00 a.m...........................Kelly France
Bergen 10:30 a.m.................................Kelly France
St Lucas 9:00 a.m.................................Pr Dave Peterson
Yellow Medicine Lutheran 10:30 a.m....Pr Dave Peterson

Weather Related Cancellations Of Sunday School and
Worship Services
Please listen to the following stations for weather related
announcements regarding Sunday cancellations:
KMHL – 1400 AM (Marshall)
or
KDMA – 1460 AM (Montevideo)
Healing Waters Parish News

Pastor Dave’s Reflections

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5 NRSV

By the time, January 1st happens each year the struggle between light and darkness has already
shifted from the shortest day of the year ( on this day as I am editing this and when darkness seems
to have the greater say) to having more daylight with each passing day. It means that spring, renewed
and new life, and related activity will be on the horizon if it is not already there. This too is especially
good news for persons who suffer from seasonal affective disorder, or SAD, as the increased day
light and sun light especially, make each passing day potentially easier to navigate through.
For believers in Jesus, this means that the light that pushes back the darkness continues making
strides against all that darness threatens. Just as the lack of sunlight affects the wellbeing of people
suffering from SAD, the darness caused by SIN in its many forms threatens the wellbeing of God's
fathful and faith filled people. In both situations, it is light that makes all the difference. Such is the
case in the Christmas story from Matthew when the star provides not only light but direction to the
newly born Jesus in Bethlehem. Over time the light of that star gives way to the light of the life that
is Jesus, the one through whom God creates again, renews and restores the relationship begun in
creating, potentially for all people.
It is Jesus as the light and life who brings newness and wholeness, in the form of forgiveness,
healing, promise, and hope, to the lives of people. For the newness of this light and life to have an
effect the people feeling the effect of SIN, need to acknowledge their inability to overcome the darkness and let themselves be open to Jesus. The newness brought by light and life of Jesus is made
complete in vulnerability, an individual's letting go and letting God.
In Jesus' life, the light of the star gives way to the light that shone bright on Easter, announcing
the defeat and beginning of the destruction of all that the darkness of sin threatens. This also happens
as the gift of Christmas reaches into the through our lives. While we eventually pack away the Christmas decorations and tree trimmings until next year, may we not set aside the good news of the light
and life by which God became one of us and continues to weave presence and power into our lives,
Jesus. May we allow ourselves to be shaped for the lifestyle Jesus lived and came to be. Amen.

Pastor Dave

Rena and I would like to say THANK YOU to each and every member of the parish for you love,
prayers, and concern while Rena has wrestled with thyroid cancer and the healing process. We also would
like to thank you for the ways you have remembered us in this holiday season.
Pastor Dave Peterson’s Office Hours:
Community Prayer List
Tuesday: St. Lucas parsonage1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Duane Severson, Bret Herigon,
Stevens,
Jared
Wednesday: St. Lucas parsonage 9:00 am –
Jill Boehne, Margaret Remiger, Jerome Timm,
12:00 pm, Yellow Medicine 2:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Cindy Buyert, Tony Rodriguez, Adela Espinosa
Thursday: Augustana 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
+ Please let our church secretary or the pastors
(afternoons for visitation)
know of any change that should be
Friday: Yellow Medicine and visiting 8:00 am –
made to the prayer list.
12:00 pm, St. Lucas Parsonage – 1:00 pm-5:00 p.m.
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Augustana Church News

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 1
9:00 a.m
Sunday, January 8
9:00 a.m.
Sunday, January 15
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m
Rachel Circle: will be at Sally Christiansen’s home Sunday, January 22
on Wednesday January, 18th at 7:30PM
Sunday, January 29
9:00 a.m.

Augustana Lutheran Church
921 11th Avenue
Clarkﬁeld, MN 56223
320-669-4645
January work group leader: Bette Schweer

Council: Todd will contact council members to set
next meeting date

YOUR ASSISTANCE IS STILL NEEDED:
Please pick a month you would be willing to
bring some goody like cake, cookies or whatever you choose. We do not have the current
dates at this time. Dates will be put in the Sunday bulletin as soon as we have them.
Call Nancy Chasteen at 669-7427 if you will
be willing to help out. Services usually start at
2:00 pm so please drop it off at Valhalla any
time prior to 1:30.
Have enough to serve about 25 people

Augustana
Prayer List
Karen Johnson, Pr.
Rena Peterson,
Marion Varpness

Augustana funds are still very low,
so please remember your ﬁnancial
commitment to our church.
Remember to bring your
donations for the Clarkﬁeld Food
Shelf, a box is at church.

Please watch for day and time of
Augustana’s annual meeting. It will
be posted in the Sunday bulletins

If you have information you would like to have in newsletter, please contact Nancy Chasteen at
320-669-7427/320-226-1529 or nchasteen68@hotmail.com

Bergen Lutheran Church
4603 310th Ave.
Granite Falls, MN 56241
320-369-7092
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Bergen Church News
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 1
Sunday, January 8
Sunday, January 15
Sunday, January 22
Sunday, January 29

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m
10:30 a.m
10:30 a.m.

Bergen Prayer List:
Pr. Rena Peterson

Opening Church:

David Kvam & Kim Kvam

Work Group Leaders:
Rick & Tina Klosterboer

Healing Waters Parish News

St. Lucas Church News

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

St. Lucas Lutheran Church
4232 170th Avenue
Cottonwood, MN 56229

Sunday, January 1
Sunday, January 8
St. Lucas Prayer List
Travis Johnson, Pr. Rena Sunday, January 15
Peterson, Donald Lowe,
Sunday, January 22
Donovan Stensrud
Sunday, January 29

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

Annual Meeting of St. Lucas Lutheran Church.

Please note that St. Lucas will be having their annual meeting on Sunday, Jan 15, 2017.
We will have church services that day at 10:30am. Please note this time change.
We will be having potluck lunch following services at 10:30 am.

january Birthdays

01 Ron Gregg
07 Julie Hartle
08 Linda Dieken
17 Carol Kompelien
18 Gloria Johnson
19 Chad Stensrud
20 Sandra Aronen
26 Valerie Lovsness

January Anniversaries
10 Norman and Beulah
Anderson
St. Lucas Lutheran Cemetery
Association
Rules and Regulations
Effective January 1, 2016
Memorial Day flowers and decorations are permitted one week
before and one week after Memorial Day.
Flowers and decorations at other
times must not interfere with the
maintenance and care of the
cemetery. Removal of these will
be at the discretion of the cemetery board.
No planting of trees or plants is
permitted.
Cremated remains may not be
scattered anywhere in the cemetery. The remains must be in a
container and buried within a burial space approved by the cemetery board.
The St. Lucas Cemetery assumes
no responsibility for vandalism or
defacing of interment lots.
The cemetery board reserves the
right to change these rules and
regulations as they deem necessary for the operation of the cemetery.

Yellow Medicine Lutheran Church News

Yellow Medicine Lutheran Church
101 Main Street, P.O. Box 119
Hanley Falls, MN 56245
annettelsharkey@gmail.com
www.healingwatersparish.org
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 1

Sunday, January 8

Sunday, January 15

Sunday, January 22
Sunday, January 29

10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

YM Prayer List:
family of
Mary Ellen Anderson,
Julie Volstad,
Heather Torke,
Hiram Thostenson,
Zee Anne Reishus,
Pr. Rena Peterson,
Bruce Engel, Loie Dale,
Hazel Martin

Healing Waters Parish News

Yellow Medicine Lutheran Church News

JANUARY ASSIGNMENTS:

Ushers:
1 Arlan Gustafson
8 Allen Torke
15 Milo Brusven
22 Josh Brusven
29 Kevin Eye

Lay Readers:
1 Barb Torke
8 Cindy Eye
15 Jon Thostenson
22 Donna Ricke
29 Heather Velde

Altar Guild:
Barb Torke

Communion Assistant:
Alison Bakkelund

Counters:
1 Tim Velde & Rich Hagen
8 Tim Velde & Alison Torke
15 Tim Velde & Alison Torke
22 Tim Velde & Alison Torke
29 Tim Velde & Rich Hagen

Acolytes:
1 Madelin Kuehl
8 Zachary Towne
15 Landon Dale
22 Isaac bautista
29 Janessa Bakkelund

Crossbearers:
1 Adam Stengel

Funeral Chairs:
Service Group #4
Julie Volstad (507) 768-3607 or (507)
828-0593
Heather Velde (507) 768-3583 or
(320) 293-0019

WHAT: QUILTING FOR HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS
WHERE: YELLOW MEDICINE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
WHEN: MONDAY, JANUARY 9TH,
at 6:30 P.M.

It’s time to start working on our quilts for the 2016
high school graduates. There will be a gettingstarted meeting on Monday, January 9th at 6:30
p.m. in the church dining hall. (We will continue
meeting each Monday evening during January and
February to complete the quilts.) At this meeting,
necessary items will be covered and questions will
be addressed. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! All
seniors, their families and others who would be interested in helping are asked to come. We will be
creating some special quilts that not only warm the
body, but also carry with them special thoughts and
prayers of our church family. Quilting for high
school graduates is a great time for fellowship and
there are some tasty lunches as a bonus. If you
have someone you would like to see included in
this project, please give Colleen Hewitt (507-8290722) or Sharon Stevens (507-828-8002) a call.
HOPE TO SEE MANY OF YOU ON
JANUARY 9TH!

WELCA Ladies:
Thank you SO much for thinking of me during this
Christmas season with your generous gift. I always
enjoy helping out with WELCA business, because everyone is always so appreciative. I hope all of you have a
great new year!
~Annette.

January Birthdays
2 Tony Reishus
3 Brandon Reishus
Nick Reishus
4 Mike Dahl
Elmo Volstad
5 Mike Oftedahl
6 David Enger
7 Mark Jeseritz
9 Brynn Lundin
10 Leah Jeseritz
16 Julie Volstad
17 Jay Timm
18 Skyler Gustafson
Chris Kaftan
Brian Ricke
23 Joe Thostenson
24 Cody King
Kyle Oftedahl
Judy Ristau
27 Lori Oftedahl
28 James Thostenson
Grant Velde
29 Sydney Towne
Caleb Velde
30 Michael Hanson
Natasha Person
Doris Stevens

Ministerial Acts:
FUNERAL:Mary Ellen Anderson passed away on Monday,
December 12th , 2016, and was buried at Yellow Medicine
Lutheran East Cemetery on Friday, December 16th, 2016.

Sunday School Events
January

1 - No Sunday School – Christmas break
22 - Children sing in church
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News & Notes
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGRE-

YMLC News/community

GATION will be held on Sunday, January 22nd, at
12:30 p.m. Please come so that we have a quorum for
the meeting. Your input is needed. All reports are due
to Annette by January 12th. Thanks!

THE JANUARY YMLC COUNCIL MEETING
will be held Wednesday, January 11th, at 7:00 p.m.

QUILTING will be starting on Tuesday, January 10th
at 9:00 a.m. and continues on Tuesdays through
March. Slightly used sheets or fabric is needed to
make quilts. Also, if anyone has ideas on where we
can deliver some quilts, please call Connie Velde 507828-4227.

NEW COOKBOOKS AVAILABLE: Is your church
cookbook worn out, splattered with various ingredients, missing a cover or pages? You are in luck, for
the newly reprinted Favorite Recipes of Yellow Medicine Lutheran cookbook is now available. This is a
joint fundraiser between the church and WELCA.
Cookbooks are $10.00. Please contact Cindy Eye if
you would like to purchase one. (507) 768-3547 or
ceye@mvtvwireless.com

Yellow Medicine Lutheran East and West Cemetery
Rules and Regulations
⦁No shrubbery shall be allowed.
⦁All family decorations are at the family’s own risk
and will be removed at the next mowing.
⦁All foot markers to be set at grass level to preclude
equipment damage.
⦁It shall be the duty of the Sextons to enter upon any
lot or grave to prohibit, modify or remove and dispose
of any structure or object which may have been placed
there in violation of any of the rules and regulations
submitted, or which may be considered in their judgment to be unsightly, dangerous, or objectionable or
interferes with the cemetery operations.
⦁Family shall be responsible for the cost of snow removal in the case of winter burials.
⦁The cemetery board reserves the right to change these
rules or to make such other rules as they deem necessary for the operation of the cemetery. No notice of
such intended changes shall be required.
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Message from Kathy Magnusson - " over the past
two years I have worked with families looking for
resources and support in guiding their teen
through their middle and high school years (and
beyond). I work with these parents and teens to
design a personalized education. I have taken my
expertise in teaching, youth leadership and program development, plus my experience in parenting our own teens to create
"http://www.wildewoodlearning.comm"
I don’t have to travel to work with families, this is
great since Roseau is a long ways from anywhere. I meet with local families face-to-face or I
work with families all over the U.S. using either
video conferencing or phone.
In working one-on-one with parents of teens, I am
able to find out more about the goals they have
for their teen. Together, we develop a plan which
helps to support their teen in meeting their educational and life goals. While the parent is supporting
their teen in developing their strengths, skills and
knowledge to reach their goals, I provide on-going
support for the parent. As a result both parents
and teen are on the same path with a plan for his
or her future.
All of my past clients have been referrals through
acquaintances, family members or friends, so I’m
sending you this update trusting you can refer me
to parents who have teens.
I also have a newsletter, it comes out about twice
a month with stories, tips and resources on planning an education path with your teen. I am going
to include you to my emailing list, I hope you don’t
mind. The newsletter will come from my business
email, kathy@wildewoodlearning.com so please
recognize it as a safe email address.

A couple of new addresses:
Hazel Martin
Granite Falls Manor
250 Jordan Drive
Granite Falls, MN 56241

Glenn & Darlene Oftedahl
Granite Falls Manor
250 Jordan Drive
Granite Falls, MN 56241
Healing Waters Parish News
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Shetek Lutheraan Ministriies Whheree Chriist Renews and Emppowerss
Mark Your Calendar
January 8th ±Stargazing and Snowshoeing 8-10pm
January 27th-29th ²Scraptacular
February 5th²Toddlers and Trees 3-4:30
February 10th & 11th²Marriage Retreat
February 12th SLM Annual Meeting
kii 2-4:30pm
February 12th²UGDQQXDO:RPHQ¶s tea and sk
February 19th²All about Mak
kiing Maple Syrup 3-4:30
February 26th ± All about Making Maple Syrup 3-430
For more information go to Shetek.org or Call 507-763-3567

+HOSVHQG.LGVWRFDPS«%HFRPHD3HOLFDQ7LPEHUPHPEHUWRGD\
For more information call 763-3567 or www.shetek.org

Thhe staffff at Shetek Lutheraan Minnis
T
istriies
wouldd liikke to thank allll who gave off theirr tim
me, talents and giffts inn 2016.
Wiith your supppportt we toggether aree tra
ransffoorm
minngg liivves and nurtturiinng
ng Faith--ffi
filllled leaderss foor tomorrroow.
Your gifft makes a dif
ddiif
iffffeereence foor alll who comes to Shetek Lutheraan Minnisstriies. It enables us to offffeer
outstandiinngg prooggraams, mainntainn the daayy to daayy opperaation,, prooviddes camppersshipps and continnualllly
lly
ly uppdate our ffaacililities.
Mayy God riichlyy bless you foor your suppp
pportt!
Wiisshinngg you a Blessed New Year!
SLM SCRAP
PIACULAR
Januaryy 27thh -29thh 2017
(Scrapbooking, stampin
ng & card making retreat)
Cost: $125 (FFri-Sun
n) $155 (TThhurs-Sun)
Regiistration fee in
ncludes housing, meals, snacks,
Make-andnd take and retreat leadershhip.
You prov
ovide thhe projjects and creativvity
ty!
y
Questions? Contact dana@shhetek.org
Or call th
the camp at 507-763-3567
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